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Decks Stairs Porches & Railings

Technical Subjects--Exteriors--Decks Stairs Porches & Railings

Handrails on a 
stairs should be 
continuous, 
approx 36” above 
the stair nose.
No obstructions 
allowed that 
prevent your 
hand from 
continuously 
holding the rail. 



 

Graspable Railings
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The size and 
shape of 
handrails must be 
easily graspable. 
If the handgrip is 
too large, too 
small, or too close 
to the wall, if will 
not be effective.

Handrails should 
be graspable, 
(< 2.5” wide) and a 
perimeter 
dimension 
between 4 and 6-
¼ inches



 

Railing heights
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Guard rails should be 36” high

All balusters must 
have gaps 4” of less

4”



 

Stair Railing Requirements
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Railings are not 
required on 
staircases with 
3 steps or less 
and <30” high



 

Stair Railing Openings

4” SPHERE

OPENING UNDER GUARD 
BOTTOM RAIL 6” SPHERE
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